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August Focus  
 

    The newsletter continues this month with the Fourth Apparition events.  August 
is also the month for the Solemnity of the Assumption and Feast of the Queenship 
of Blessed Virgin Mary—see the back page for article and prayer for those two spe-
cial days, as well as EWTN’s listing of Fatima programs. Also, see the side bar to 
the right for the parishes’ Fatima events for this month! 
    
“Raised to life eternal, Mary, Christ triumphant vanquished death; lifted to his throne majestic,  
  Sent the Spirit, heaven’s breath.  By the power of resurrection, You on high foretell the day when  
  we all in royal raiment, One in splendor, sing “Ave!””                                 Song Text—Sing “Ave!”- verse 4  

 

Write a Crooked Path: 
Tips for the Journey 

 

For the month of the Assump-
tion and Queenship of Mary let 
us look to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 972. 
 

“After speaking of the 
Church, her origin, mission 
and destiny, we can find no 
better way to conclude than 
by looking to Mary, in her we 
contemplate what the Church 
already is in her mystery on 
her own pilgrimage of faith, 
and what she will be in the 
homeland at the end of her 
journey.  There, in the glory 
of the Most Holy and Undi-
vided Trinity, in the commun-
ion of all the saints, the 
Church is awaited by the one 
she venerates as Mother of 
her Lord.”    

 

Pope Francis’ August 
Prayer Intentions 

 

Artists:That artists of our 
time, through their ingenuity, 
may help everyone discover 
the beauty of creation. 

 Rosary,  
and Movie  

August 13, 2017 
At St. Albert’s                         

 

Come to St. Albert’s  
for a 1:00 PM Outdoor Rosary 
followed by 1:30 PM Movies in 
the Parish Center.   

August 19, 2017 
At St. Michael’s   

                        

Confessions 7:30—9:00 AM, 
Mass at 9:15 AM  followed by 
movies and a light lunch, then 
concluding with a Rosary at 
12:45 PM. 

August 13th 1917 
 The Children are Jailed 

 

     As August 13th approached, news of 
the happenings at Fatima had reached the 
anti-religious secular press. And while it 
did not take long for all of Portugal to 
know about the apparitions, because of 
the bias of the press, 
much of the publicity 
was negative,  
     On the morning of 
August 13th, the Mayor 
of Vila Nova de Ourem, 
Arturo de Santos, made 
his way to the Marto 
home in Aljustrel, deter-
mined to get to the bot-
tom of things.  He in-
formed Ti Marto that he 
had decided to go to the 
apparition himself, and 
having come by carriage 
he wanted to offer the children a ride. 
Jacinta and Francisco immediately no-
ticed the fear in Lucia’s eyes when she 
saw him, and all three children politely 
turned down his offer. Then he changed 
his story and said that he wanted to take 
them to Fr. Ferreira, as he wanted to 
have something cleared up. They could 
not refuse going to the priest.  Once 
there, Fr. Ferreira again asked Lucia to 
speak the truth, reminding her that lying 
was a sin and that she was putting her 
soul in jeopardy if sthe continued to do 
so.  Very serenely, Lucia replied that she 

was not concerned about that, because 
she was not lying!  
     As they left the rectory the mayor 
once again offered the children a ride, 
explaining to them that they could make 
up for lost time and avoid the crowds 
that would be encountered if they chose 
to walk.  This time the children agreed.  

But in the confusion of 
taking their places in the 
carriage, the children 
were separated from their 
parents.  And as they 
rode off, instead of mak-
ing the turn to go to 
Fatima, the carriage 
headed in the direction of 
Ourem, where Lucia had 
been questioned two days 
earlier. The children were 
immediately struck with 
fear, which only intensi-
fied when Mayor Santos 

covered their heads with blankets so they 
would not be recognized by the pilgrims 
walking toward the Cova.  Having been 
left behind, and without knowing where 
their children were being taken, their 
parents were equally concerned.     
     It did not take long for the crowd of 
nearly 15,000 gathered at the Cova to 
hear that the children had been abducted.  
Instead of doing nothing, a good number 
of them returned to the village to speak 
with Fr. Ferreira, wanting to know if he 
had any part to play in this.                                  
                       (continuation on pages 2 & 3) 

August 2017—EWTN (Eternal Word 
Television Network) continues cele-
brating the100th anniversary of the 
Fatima Apparitions with new pro-
grams.  Three are listed below.   
 

THE MESSAGE OF FATIMA:   
The Fourth Apparition of Our Lady, 
Ep. 5 (New) 
Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco’s im-
prisonment delays the August 13th 
apparition.  On August 19th Our 
Lady appears giving them more in-
struction. 
August 13, 1:30 PM and 9:00 PM; 
August 19, 3:00 PM and 10:00 PM  
(30 mins.) Eastern times.   
DVD available. 
 

FATIMA AND NORTH AMERICA 
(New) 
A moving pilgrimage takes us 
through the shrines, schools and hos-
pitals dedicated to Our Lady of 
Fatima in North America, and the 
people this message has touched.    
August 13, 2:00 PM and 10:00 PM  
(60 mins.) Eastern times. 
 

FATIMA AND THE POPES 
A historical look at the connection 
between the apparitions of the 
Blessed Mother at Fatima and the 
Papacy, from Pope Benedict XV 
through Benedict XVI. 
August 13, 12:00 AM; August 15, 
3:00 AM; August 18, 8:00 PM  
(60 mins.) Eastern times.   
DVD available. 
 
Don’t miss out!  Tune into EWTN on 
whatever electronic device you have 
and grow in your Catholic faith. 

THE ASUMPTION AND 
QUEENSHIP OF MARY 

 

On the day of her Assumption, 
Mary our Mother was solemnly 
crowned by Christ and received by 
the whole court of Heaven as 
Queen.  
 
On the 11th of October 1954, Pope 
Pius XII established the Feast of the 
Queenship of Mary to be celebrated 
throughout the world, and com-
manded that on that day each year, 
the world should renew its conse-
cration to her. In the future the 
Feast came to be celebrated on 
22nd of August in order to em-
phasize the close bond between 
Mary’s Queenship and her glori-
fication in body and soul next to 
her Son. 
 
What Christ has done in Heaven 
and the Church has done on our 
behalf we should now do individu-
ally, that is, we should recognize 
Mary's Queenship, enthrone her in 
our homes, consecrate ourselves to 
her and, by this means, establish in 
our lives the reign of Mary Im-
maculate Queen of the Universe. 
 
"The purpose of the Feast is that all 
may recognize more clearly and 
venerate more devoutly the merciful 
and motherly sovereignty of her 
who bore God in her womb" (Ven. 
Pius XII, Ad. Coeli Reginam).  
 

                      Source– Catholictradition.org 

Assumption of Our Lady  
Novena 

August 6-14, Feast Day (Aug. 15) 
     Majestic Queen of Heaven and  

Mistress of the Angels, you received 
from God the power and command to 
crush the head of Satan.  Therefore,  

we humbly beg of you, send forth  
the legions of Heaven, that under  
your command they may seek out  

all evil spirits, engage them  
everywhere in battle, curb their  
pride, and hurl them back into  

the pit of hell.  
  

     “Who is like unto God?”  With  
firm confidence we present  

ourselves before you, our most  
loving Mother, afflicted and troubled  
as we are, and we beg you to let us  
understand the love you have for us  

by granting this petition, if it is  
according to the will of God and  

profitable for our salvation: 
(mention your request). 

 

Good and tender Mother, you shall  
ever be our hope and the object of  

our love.  Mother of God, send forth  
the Holy Angels to defend us and  
drive far from us the cruel foe.   
Holy Angels and Archangels,  

defend and keep us. 
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.) 

                                                  

                                                 Source—EWTN.com 

“A Crown of Roses for her Head” 



  August 19th 1917 
The Fourth Apparition  

 

     On August 19, a few days af-
ter their abduction, Lucia, Fran-
cisco, and his brother John took 
their sheep to graze.  At about 4 
o'clock in the afternoon they 
neared the area of Valin-
hos.  Suddenly Lucia noticed a 
change in the atmosphere, sens-
ing the mysterious intensity that 
she always felt before the other 
apparitions. Both she and Fran-
cisco knew what was about to 
happen, so they begged with John 
to go and find Jacinta while they 
watched the sheep. A few min-
utes later there was a flash of 
light, like those that had previ-
ously signaled the approach of 
the Lady.  At the same time they 
saw Jacinta running toward them 
frantically.  Once more, Lucia 
began the conversation: 
     Lucia: "What do you want of 
me?" 
     Lady: "I want you to con-
tinue going to the Cova da Iria 
on the 13th, and to continue 
praying the Rosary every day. 
In the last month, I will per-
form a miracle so that all may 
believe." 
     Lucia: "What do you want 
done with the money the people 
leave in the Cova da Iria?" 
     Lady: "Have two litters 
made.  One is to be carried by 
you and Jacinta and two other 
girls dressed in white; the other 
one is to be carried by Fran-
cisco and three other boys. The 
money from the litters is for the 
“festa” of our Lady of the Ro-
sary, and what is left over will 
help towards the construction 
of a chapel that is to be built 
here.  
     Lucia: "I would like to ask you 
to cure some sick persons." 
     Lady: "Yes, I will cure some 
of them during the year."   

     Lady: "Pray, pray very 
much, and make sacrifices for 
sinners; for many souls go to 
hell, because there are none to 
sacrifice themselves and to pray 
for them." 
     With that the Lady rose into 
the air and moved towards the 
east before disappearing.   
     The children's joy following 
the Lady’s appearance was even 
sweeter than it had been before.  
They were now reassured that the 
Lady was not offended by their 
missing her August 13th visit, and 
that they were still in her good 
graces.  Jacinta was most flat-
tered, as the Lady had waited for 
her arrival before making her 
visit.  They cut off a few branches 
of the shrub where the Lady stood 
and took them home.  Their par-
ents, even Maria Rosa, admitted 
that there was something excep-
tionally sweet about these 
branches, a sweetness they had 
never before noticed. Lucia's 
mother seemed to be weakening. 
     After the August apparition 
and hearing once more Mary’s 
plea for prayer and penance the 
children increased their usual 
mortifications.  They prayed for 
hours while lying prostrate on the 
ground.  They went as long as 
they could without drinking in the 
intense summer heat, and they 
went without food as much as 
possible.  Lucia found a piece of 
old rope that they divided in three 
pieces and tied around their 
waists, hiding it under their 
clothes so no one would know.  It 
was rough and tied tightly enough 
so that they suffered night and 
day.  But they did so joyfully, for 
the conversion of sinners, just as 
the Lady had requested.  All these 
penances were with the intention 
to save souls from hell, the vision 
of which had so profoundly af-
fected them.  
                                                      Source—St.aff  member 

August 13th 1917 
 The Children are Jailed 

(conclusion) 
 

     Next it was Francisco's turn to be taken by 
the questioner.  Then finally Lucia was also 
taken and questioned. Of course none of the 
children divulged the secret.  And the threat 
of being killed was only a threat—as there 
was no cauldron of oil! 
     As it was now evening, they spent another 
night at the Santos home.  The following day, 
August 15, was the Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of 
Obligation. He drove the children back St. 
Anthony’s, where they were met by the pa-
rishioners leaving Mass.  The crowd made it 
clear to the administrator that he was not wel-
come, so to avoid any further conflict Ti 
Marto took him to a nearby tavern until things 
calmed down. He was grateful for having the 
children home, and wanted no further con-
flict.  As for the children, their first order of 
business was to go to the Cova and say a ro-
sary to Our Lady, in thanksgiving for being 
home once again! 
     As news of the appearances of Our Lady 
of Fatima spread far and wide, more and more 

pilgrims vis-
ited the appa-
rition site 
each month.  
Many of 
these pil-
grims left 
behind flow-
ers, coins, 
and other 
trinkets to 
p a y he r 

honor.  A local woman by the name of Maria 
Carreira had taken it upon herself to make a 
sort of shrine for these gifts to Our Lady, and 
eventually became the unofficial custodian of 
the shrine.  As the money accumulated she 
first took it to the Marto home, but Ti refused 
to take it; Lucia and her family also refused.  
Next she took it to Fr. Ferreira, who made it 
clear he wanted nothing to do with it either.  
So she decided to take the money home and 
hide it.  She then went to Lucia with an idea.  
Could she ask the Lady what to do with the 
treasure?  Lucia said she would do so.                                                            
 
                                                                           Source-St.aff member 

The three seers, and  pilgrims, un-
der the porch built by the Carreira 
family to mark the location of the 
apparitions. 

August 13th 1917 
 The Children are Jailed 

(continuation from page 1) 
 

     Those who 
remained at the 
Cova waiting for 
Our Lady’s ap-
pearance heard 
two loud explo-
sions, like cannon 
fire, coming from 
beside the holm 
oak.  Many peo-
ple were pulled 
toward the tree, as 
if by an electric 
current. A good 
number fled in 

fear.  Some fainted, others thought it was their last day 
on earth, and that judgment had come.  Many saw the 
clouds turn colors: blood red to pink to blue. Others saw 
lightning.  It was as though everyone there saw some-
thing different.  Many felt that the Lady did appear, even 
while knowing the children would not be there.  But it 

was clear that 
Our Lady 
wanted eve-
ryone to 
know that she 
had come as 
p r o m i s e d , 
t hat  she 
wanted eve-
ryone to 
know that her 
visits and her 
words were 
not just for 

Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta, but were for every single 
person present and beyond, the world over, and for all 
time.  
     Meanwhile, the children were taken to the mayor's 
house, where they were initially treated well.  They actu-
ally were allowed to play with the mayor’s children, who 
were the same age.  Even so, they were scared and 
lonely, never having been separated from their parents 
before. They were also overcome with guilt at not having 
met the Lady as promised. The only thing they had at this 
point was each other. 
     The following morning, August 14, the children 
awoke with no idea if their parents were demanding their 
return, and had no consolation that the Lady knew what  
 

had happened to them and that it was not their fault that 
they failed to meet her. 
     They were taken to the council building and ques-
tioned by Santos and his associates. They were offered 
gold coins and jewelry if they would tell the secret, but 
refused.  After having lunch back at the mayor's house 
they were again taken to the council building, though this 
time not treated so nicely. The mayor knew he did not 
have much time before the public would demand to know 
what was happening to them, so he decided to put the 
fear of God in them! They were locked in a detention cell 
with drunks, street brawlers, and petty thieves.  He then 
told them that they would be boiled in oil if they didn't 
reveal the secret.  Tears came to Jacinta's eyes, not be-
cause she was going to die, but because she would never 
see her mother again. Francisco and Lucia consoled her 
by reminding her of the promises the Lady had made to 
them, and the promise they had made to her.  Even in 
their agony the children were steadfast. They decided to 
say the rosary to boost their spirits.  To create a focal 
point, Jacinta took the medal from around her neck and 
hung it on a nail.  She even had the courage to ask one of 
her cellmates for help, as the nail was too high. Then the 
children knelt facing the medal. The other prisoners, one 
by one also knelt down. Lucia later commented that even 
though they didn't know how to pray they at least were 
down on their knees. 
     With the rosary over the children's fears returned. But 
by now their cellmates seemed to soften and showed 
some compassion for them.  One of the prisoners started 
playing a harmonica. Others started singing. Soon they 
were dancing.  And Jacinta, who had a natural talent 
when it came to dancing, joined in.  It didn’t matter to 
her that she was surrounded by social outcasts, crying in 
fear, devastated by homesickness, and expecting death 
any minute!  
     After an hour or two in the cell the children were 
placed in another room and questioned yet again. They 
were told it was their final chance, the oil was about to 
boil. They huddled together and encouraged each other 
yet again for what was to come.  But no matter what they 
were not going to break their promise to the Lady and 
reveal the secret! 
     The questioner first came for Jacinta, taking her to 
another room.  She was not intimidated, and when it be-
came clear that he was getting nowhere he ordered her to 
be taken away.  Lucia and Francisco were still in the 
other room under guard.  Francisco reminded her, full of 
joy and peace, “If they kill us as they say, we'll soon be 
in heaven! How wonderful! Nothing else matters!" Then 
looking toward Heaven and removing his hat he prayed, 
"God, grant that Jacinta won't be afraid. I'm going to say 
a Hail Mary for her!"  
                                                    (continuation on page 3) 

Holm oak tree today at the Fatima Shrine. 

Approximately 15,000 people  
waiting for the fourth apparition. 


